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EDITORIAL 


When Thieves Fall Out 


The general rejoicing in the free world over 
the recent changes in the Soviet government 
is both depressing and alarming. 


While, for the time being, those now exer- 
cising control in the Kremlin may be more 
inclined to lull non-Communist countries into 
a feeling of hopeful anticipation than has been 
the case with some of the Stalinist faction, the 
fact remains that there is no change in the basic 
philosophy of Communism. Communism is 
still Communism 


The folly of recognizing Soviet Russia in the 
first place is now being followed by the even 
greater folly of gradually closing the gap be- 
tween national concepts at least friendly to 
Christianity and those which are avowedly anti- 
God and anti-Christ as is true where Commu- 
nism is in control. 


The policies of the free world, largely deter- 
mined by our own nation, have been predicated 
only too often on an expediency in which Soviet 
reaction is the determining factor. The fear 
of evil men in the Kremlin has generated a 
strange psychology of wishful thinking, a feel- 
ing that these men can be placated and that 
the world can emerge into an era of relative 
peace through mutual respect and trust. 


Communism has a definite goal and a def- 
inite plan for reaching that goal. Whether the 
seeds of its own destruction, inherent in Com- 
munism, shall bear fruit before we ourselves 
succumb to the disintegrating effect of spiritual 
and moral decay is a question which will be 
answered by future historians. But this one 
thing is sure, a change in Kremlin leadership 
is not the change which the world needs, nor 
should it be the occasion for further conces- 
sions to Communist nations. 


The progressive steps of man’s downfall are 
described in the first verse of the first Psalm: 
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“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 


of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scorn- 
ful.” 


For a quarter of a century we have been 
walking with the wicked by official recognition 
of Russia. We have stood in the way with them 
and now we sit with them in the United Nations 
and elsewhere. 


If ever a nation deserved to be ostracized 
from the family of nations that nation is Rus- 
sia. Read the official report of the rape and 
murder of Hungary and then hang your head 
in shame that America has not sponsored a 
resolution calling for the expulsion of Soviet 
Russia from the United Nations. 


At the moment thieves in the Kremlin have 
fallen out. Rather than rejoice in this we 
should pray God to restore to our own land 
those moral and spiritual values which have 
largely been frittered away in our mad desire 
for pleasure and peace at any price. 


—L.N.B. 





Guilt 


Within the realm of Christianity, psychiatry 
and psychology much is said about the “guilt 
complex.” Unquestionably a sense of guilt 
brings with it a varying degree of distress, from 
the passing twinge of conscience to a deep and 
overwhelming sense of defeat and impending 
judgment. 


If the approach and cure are to be effective 
it is imperative that there should be a clear 
distinction between a pathological condition 
and one which is a God-given conviction of sin. 


There are mental conditions where depres- 
sion varies from a frustrating uncertainty re 
garding one’s past actions to a conviction that 
one has committed the “unpardonable sin.” 
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Such depressions should be recognized and treat- 
ed for the true sickness which they represent. 


At the same time there are many people suf- 
fering from a guilt complex in which sin is 
the basic factor and for which there is but one 
cure — confession of the sin with turning to 
the Lord Jesus Christ for cleansing and forgive- 
ness. 


When anyone, psychiatrist or minister, con- 
fuses the two conditions and prescribes the 
wrong cure, he may do infinite harm. To tell 
a patient suffering with a depression psychosis 
that all he needs to do is to accept Christ and 
join the Church is as foolish as to tell a man suf- 
fering with appendicitis that a conversion ex- 
perience will cure him. 


In like manner to take a psychiatric approach 
to people whose sense of guilt stems primarily 
from sin against God or their fellowmen cannot 


possibly bring relief and but adds to their frus- 
trations. 


In recent years there has been an increasing 
tendency to substitute the psychiatrist’s couch 
for the mourner’s bench, to explain spiritual 
illness in terms of childhood experiences and 
frustration complexes. 


We are convinced that there is a large field 
for psychiatric consultation and for the use of 


modern methods of treatment of mental dis- 
orders. 


We are equally convinced that when we have 
sinned against God the words of the Lord to 
Joshua at Ai are still relevant: “Get thee up; 
wherefore liest thou upon thy face? Israel hath 
sinned . . . thou canst not stand before 
thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed 
thing from among you.” 


A “guilt complex,” the result of sin, can never 
be truly relieved until there is confession and 
cleansing; nor is this to be had outside of the 
atoning work of Christ. 


This is not to say that there are not secondary 
or interlocking reactions. Sin has its secondary 
effects. Hidden and unconfessed sin can bring 
about serious physical reactions which in their 
turn may be confused with a primary medical 
condition. Let the guilty one take John’s words 
to heart: “Jf we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” 


With such confession there comes cleansing 
and release. 


Paul, writing to the Corinthian Christians, 
makes a clear distinction between conviction 
of sin and sorrow for the effects of sin: “For 
godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 
not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the 
world worketh death.” 


—L.N.B. 





Totalitarian Christians 


Totalitarianism is, for those who love free- 
dom, not an attractive concept. We find our- 
selves opposed to all the totalitarianisms of 
this world, whether secular or ecclesiastic, 
whether of the left or of the right. But one 
thing is emerging ever more clearly in this con- 
fused world, and that is that we must be 
totalitarian Christians if we would meet the 
false totalitarianisms of this world. Our only 
and our total allegiance must be given to God 
alone. Does He not say, “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me”? Did not Jesus our Lord 
repeat the Old Testament demand, “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only thou 
shalt serve”? And have not we, in the Heidel- 
burg Catechism, each one confessed, “that I, 
with body and soul both in life and in death, 
am not my own, but belong to my faithful 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who with His precious 
blood has fully satisfied for all my sins, and 
redeemed me from all the power of the devil’? 


The totalitarian Christian is one who gives 
his complete loyalty and the entire surrender of 
his life to Christ and His will. He has been 
bought with a price, and he is no longer his 
own, but belongs to Another. “Ye were bought 
with a price,” writes St. Paul. “Become not 
bondservants of men.” The faithful servant 
of Christ will allow no human influence to 
divert him from his obedience to Christ, or to 
infringe on the devotion due to Christ. Neither 
public opinion, nor social pressure, nor yet the 
customs or consciences of others, will he permit 
to intrude upon his obligation to his Redeemer. 
He seeks to please Him who has chosen him to 
be a soldier. Said the apostles, “We must obey 
God rather than men.” Declared Luther, at 
the Diet of Worms, “Here I stand; I can do 
no otherwise; God help me.” 


Total allegiance to Christ is not possible with- 
out carrying a cross. It means the denial and 
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the sacrifice of self. No man can go with Christ 
without provoking the bitter opposition of the 
world, the same world that crucified his Lord. 
That world will have a smile for the compro- 
mising Christian who is quite ready to be con- 
genial, silent about its sins, and willing to keep 
his religion to himself. The man who treats 
his religion as though it doesn’t matter much 
will provoke no opposition from either this 
world or its prince. But he who would be an 
out-and-out Christian, whether in business or 
politics, society, education, or even religion, will 
find himself being directly opposed by “the 
god of this age” and his cohorts. For “the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life” are still the supreme interests of un- 
regenerate men, and these must always perforce 
stand in contradiction to the Gospel of humility 
and holiness. And the totalitarian Christian is 
one who must live out and speak out boldly 
and gladly for his Lord, and against every 
idolatry that would displace Him. He does this, 
standing up and speaking out for Christ, whether 
others come along or no. “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve,” he says, “but as for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Like 
Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress he turns from the 
world, even though there is no one to go with 


him, and he marches on until he reaches the 
heavenly city. 


Such total allegiance to Christ makes men 
strong to meet the needs of others. Those who 
are in trouble will not turn to the compromising 
Christian, to the man halting between two opin- 
ions, for help. They can see he is not yet fully 
settled himself. They will not turn to the formal 
religionist for counsel, for it is evident he has 
not found either peace or power for himself. 
They will rather seek out a man who will speak 
not from himself, but from the Lord, and about 
Him. The world is hungry for men who can 
say with sincerity, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able to 


keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” 


Such total allegiance to Christ is the secret 
of real and lasting joy. The pleasures of this 
world are but for a season. What once appeared 
so luscious turns out to be only bitterness. 
“There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” And there is no peace for the life 
that is too religious to be happy in the world, 
.and too worldly to be happy in the Lord. Lot 
found it so. He couldn’t be happy without 
Sodom, but daily his righteous soul was vexed 
with its unrighteous deeds. Massilon, the 
French court preacher and bishop once said: 
“You can serve God with pleasure only when 
you serve Him without reservation. From the 
moment that you have made Him the entire 
master of your heart, hope and confidence and 
joy will spring up in the depth of your soul.” 
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Real joy and abiding satisfaction come alone 
to those who can sing, “Love so amazing, so 
divine, demands my life, my soul, my all,” and 
who fit their living to that singing— The 
Church Herald. 


LETTERS 


Frankfort, Kentucky 
June 27, 1957 














Editor 
The Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Sir, 


After reading the report of the statement of 
the Session of the First Church, Jackson, Miss., 
in the current issue of the Journal I want to sug- 
gest that these gentlemen are advocating the 
Lutheran position of the relation of the Christian 
to society. The Calvinistic approach is exactly 
what was manifested in the action of the General 
Assembly in the matter of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations. With the excep- 
tion of the Lutheran, the Baptist and the Roman 
Catholic Churches, every major denomination in 
the United States has a Calvinistic background 
and all of them exhibit the Calvinistic spirit in 
making their impact upon the life of the society 
in which they live as a Church as well as by 
individual Christians. The peculiar occasion that 
brought the Presbyterian Church U. S. into being 
and led to its peculiar position as regards the 
relation of Church and State could not prevent 
it from exhibiting the Calvinistic application of 
its nurturing faith. If the Church as the Church 
must refrain from participation in the social, eco- 
nomic and political life of its time we will have 
to change the entire fabric of our interpretation 
of the Scriptures and go over to the Lutheran or 
the Pietistic positions. 


Yours sincerely, 


H. Glenn Stephens 





FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Oxford, Mississippi 
July 3, 1957 
The Editor 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Sir: 


In his article, “Our Presbyterian Literature: 
Good or Bad?”, Dr. Aiken Taylor compares the 
lesson material prepared for Juniors for March, 
1957, by our Board of Christian Education with 
that prepared by a non-denominational house. He 
makes the statement that any child using the 
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non-denominational literature will learn the Plan 
of Salvation while this emphasis is altogether ab- 
sent from our own lessons for Juniors. He writes: 
“Again the difference, to me, is dramatic. And 
the difference does not compliment the Presby- 
terian literature. Nor is this an isolated instance. 
We will not encounter that other emphasis in 
April. Or in May.” 


The following quotations are from Junior Bible 
Lessons for April 1957: 


Page 5 — “He (Jesus) wished that he could 
please them. But he knew that instead of becom- 
ing their king he must be their Saviour by dying 
for their sins and the sins of all that should trust 
in him. For that purpose he had come to the 
world. Nor would he be turned aside from that 
purpose now.” 


Page 9 — “We remember Jesus, who died at 
this season of the year, and who gave to the world 
God’s love and forgiveness to all who will accept 
it. We think of the words of the Bible, ‘We know 
and believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and he who abides in life abides in God, 
and God abides in him.’ We remember that Jesus 
rose from the grave on the first Easter morning, 
bringing hope to all people of eternal life. ‘For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.’ ”’ 


Page 11 — “‘When you get older and study the 
prophesies of the Old Testament, you will find 
that many years before Jesus came they knew 
God’s Son must die for the sins of the world. When 
Paul finally saw that this was so and that Jesus 
was the One of whom the Old Testament had told, 
then Paul, too, became a firm believer and a 
preacher of this Gospel — The Good News of God 
is Christ Jesus.” 


Page 12 — ‘“‘What does all this mean to us? 
Mainly, it means that we accept Jesus to be our 
Saviour, God forgives our sins and gives us an- 
other chance to be our best selves. He helps us 
to do his work on earth today in our twentieth 
century world, just as truly as he helped the 
disciples in the first century. Because he lives, we 
know too, that even after we die those who are 
his followers shall live forever with God.” 


If, as Dr. Taylor states, the Plan of Salvation is 
not encountered in these April lessons, I have been 
misled as to that Plan. If, on the other hand, 
these paragraphs speak of it, then one conclusion 
is quite obvious: One can usually find what he 
is looking for, and rarely ever finds what he does 
not wish to find. 


Sincerely yours, 
Murphey C. Wilds 





1807 Cooper Road 
Richmond 25, Va. 
Sir: 


Last year while on military duty in the Navy 
Department in Washington, D. C., I had the 
opportunity of hearing the recorded report on 
“brainwashing” that you wrote of in the June 
19, 1957, issue of the Journal. The entire audi- 
ence was shocked by what we heard. 


JULY 17, 1957 


In addition to the points that you brought 
out, two others stand out in my mind. First, 
for the first time in American military history, 
there did not develop even a rudimentary sys- 
tem of group discipline among American 
POW’s. Mutual distrust of fellow-prisoners 
was so widespread that even a basic “buddy 
system” was not evident! Second, the majority 
of those exposed to brainwashing (an intense 
educational process - not oriental torture) re- 
ceived more hours of education during the 
brainwashing period (two years, I believe) than 
they had received during their entire previous 
life! 


I sincerely believe that the report should be 
broadcast nationwide to all people of high 
school age and older. I tried to obtain the tape 
to play to the Senior High Fellowship of our 
Church in Arlington; however, those who had 
custody of the tape were not authorized at that 
time to allow its use outside of military agencies. 
I am under the impression that essentially the 
same report was contained in an issue of “U. S. 
News and World Report” sometime in 1956 — 
perhaps reprints are available for readers who 
would like to read the whole thing. 


Very truly yours, 
U. V. Henderson, Jr. 





Helps To Understanding 


Scripture Readings in 
the Day by Day 


By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, July 28, Philippians 1:12-30. All of 
Paul’s affections, ambitions, and hopes were 
centered in Jesus Christ and His Gospel (vv.20- 
21). What advantages did he find in being in 
prison (vv.12-14)? How did Paul find cause 
for rejoicing when there were those that 
maligned him (vv.15-18)? How did he consider 
death as beneficial (vv.22-23)? From his point 
of view, what privileges and opportunities were 
there in remaining alive (vv.22a,24-26)? Re- 
view vv.12-26 and meditate upon the truth of 
each of the clauses in which the name of Christ 
is mentioned. Is the deep desire of your heart 
that Christ be honored in your life (v.20). Paul 
calls upon his church (vv.27,29-30), and upon 
us today, for this type of commitment. 


Monday, July 29, Luke 15:25-32. The Parable 
of the Prodigal Son might more accurately be 
called the Parable of the Elder Brother. Jesus, 
associating with sinners (v.1), was addressing 
the Pharisees when he spoke this parable (v.2). 
Notice the attitude of the Pharisees (v.2). How 
did the elder brother resemble them in his atti- 
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tude toward his prodigal brother (vv.27-30,32) ? 
What spiritual lesson should the Pharisee have 
learned from the story of the prodigal son and 
his elder brother? What does this story (vv.11- 
24) teach you concerning the purpose of Jesus’ 
associating with sinners and publicans (v.1)? 
Do you find in your associations with those 
deep in sin that the attitude of the Pharisee and 
the elder brother dominates your heart rather 
than the love of Jesus? 


Tuesday, July 30, Mark 15:33-39. Though 
Mark did not try to be dramatic in his account 
of the crucifixion, the events themselves are 
full of drama. No more pitiful wail could have 
come from the lips of Jesus than the despairing 
words of v.34. The cry of v.37 likewise must 
have been heart-rending. An awesome darkness 
overshadowed the day (v.33). Yet in these very 
moments God was achieving His purposes. The 
curtain which for centuries had separated the 
worshipper from the presence of God (in the 
holy of holies of the temple) was literally torn 
in two (v.38) through the sacrifice of Christ. 
Thus, because Christ died, we who are Chris- 
tians can enter into the very presence of God 
(Hebrews 9:7-14; 10:19-20). Christ was denied 
fellowship with the Father that we might enjoy 
His presence. 


Wednesday, July 31, Luke 17:11-19. Jesus 
was on His way to Jerusalem from Galilee 
(v.11). People of varying interests and back- 
grounds came to Him: His own disciples (v.5), 
Pharisees (vv.20-21), tax collectors and sinners 
(15:1), and now lepers (v.12). How simple 
was the lepers’ plea (v.12) and how simple 
were the instructions Jesus gave for their cure 
(v.14). Try to imagine what it must have 
been like to be cured of leprosy, a fatal disease 
that caused a person to live out a nomadic 
existence as a social outcast. Observe the in- 
tensity of the gratitude of the leper who re- 
turned to Jesus (vv.15-16). Notice also his 
nationality (vv.16,18). What reasons can you 
think of that would explain the failure of the 
other nine to show appreciation (vv.17-18)? 
How often it is the least prominent persons 
socially who are the most grateful for spiritual 
blessings. 


Thursday, August 1, Matthew 7:7-12. One 
of the major themes of the Sermon on the Mount 
is that allegiance to the Kingdom of God should 
come before everything else in a person’s life 
(e.g., 6:24,33; 7:13). It is impossible to have 
a divided allegiance (6:24). The things of 
this world must have second place (6:22-34). 
The gate into the Kingdom of God is narrow and 
the way is hard (7:13-14). However Jesus prom- 
ises that if we seek them, our heavenly Father 
will reveal the things of the Kingdom to us 
(vv.7-8). How does the comparison in vwv.8-11 
point up God’s willingness to reveal Himself 
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to seeking hearts? Observe Jesus’ use of the 
word “everyone” (v.8) in this promise. Difficult 
may be the road to life (vv.13-14), but wise is 
the person who chooses that way (vv.24-27) and 
happy is his lot (5:3-12). 


Friday, August 2, Mark 8:1-13. Many thov- 
sands were following Christ, watching His mir- 
acles and listening to His teaching. Despite 
the great impact He had made on them in 
healing the deaf and dumb (7:37) and in the 
deep compassion he had manifested (vv.2-3 
in the feeding of the four thousand (vv.1-10), 
none seemed to recognize Him as the Messiah. 
Little wonder he “sighed” (7:34) before the 
multitudes (7:31-35), and again as He saw 
the hardness of the heart of the Pharisees (vv.11- 
12) and even the lack of understanding among 
His own disciples (vv.19-21). His disciples 
soon came to understand His Messiahship (vv 
27-29), but they were a long way from under- 
standing the nature of His mission (vv.31-33). 
Spiritual growth and understanding often come 
slowly — even in those with responsive hearts. 
If Christ experienced this kind of response, 
should we be discouraged if those with whom 
we work are slow to understand spiritual truth? 


Saturday, August 3, Mark 10:46-52. This was 
doubtless the only opportunity Bartimaeus had 
to be healed. From v.47, what did he evidently 
know about Jesus? How would Bartimaeus’ 
persistence in v.48 be an evidence of faith? 
Notice the titles with which he addressed Jesus 
(vv.47,48,51). Observe the eagerness with which 
he ran to Jesus when called (vv.49-59). Con- 
trast what Jesus suggested to him upon his 
healing and what Bartimaeus actually did 
(v. 52). “Thy faith hath made thee well” (v. 
52). Review the above study for evidences of 
faith on the part of Bartimaeus. Confronting 
Jesus were the horrors of the crucifixion (vv. 
33-34); yet He took the trouble to be inter- 
ested in a blind beggar (vv.49-52). Jesus always 
stops to respond wherever faith is in evidence. 
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IRAQ 


and the dwellers in Mesopotamia.” 


(This is not an original article, but has been compiled from statements supplied by the United Mission 


A new chapter in the world outreach of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. began on Oc- 
tober 17, 1956 as our representatives sat for the 
first time as members of the United Mission in 
Iraq. For the first time in history we extend 
our witness to the Muslim world. 


Iraq, long known to us as Mesopotamia, is 
rich in Bible History. Here was the home of 
Abraham, and modern archaelogical research 
has uncovered parts of his native city of Ur. 
Sections of the great double wall which once 
surrounded the city of Babylon can be seen 
near modern Hillah, one of the points in which 
the United Mission is at work. Here a series 
of broken arches marks the banquet hall of 
Nebuchadnezzar where Belshazzar saw the fatal 
handwriting on the wall. In the north, near 
another mission center, Mosul, are the ruins of 
Nineveh to which the prophet Jonah was sent 
on a special mission, centuries before the com- 
ing of Christ. 


In the seventh century A.D., the victorious 
Arab armies, aflame with their new Islamic faith, 
took over Iraq, and the land became Muslim. 
During the ninth and tenth centuries, the 
Arabic-Islamic civilization reached its height in 
the cultural field, and Baghdad was regarded 
as the center of world civilization. In the late 
13th century the country was overrun and al- 
most destroyed by the Mongol invasion. For 
700 years, under Mongol rule and more recently 
under Turkish domination, its people have been 
subject to persecution unparalleled in modern 
history. With the end of World War I, under 
the mandate approved by the League of Nations 
for Arab states, it became an independent coun- 
try. 

In the past thirty-six years the development 
of Iraq has been phenomenal. Its population 
has doubled. Today there are over five million 
inhabitants. Children in the public schools have 
increased from 8,000 in 1921 to 250,000 in 
1955. Enrollment of men in college in 1921 
was 100. In 1955 over 6,000 young people were 
attending schools of higher learning. Life ex- 
pectancy has increased in this period from 20 
to 40 years. Few if any modern states can 
demonstrate more tangible evidences of prog- 
tess than can be seen in this land which has 
been called one of the cradles of civilization. 


Iraq is fabulously rich in oil. It is estimated 
that three-fourths of all the known oil reserves 
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in the world outside of the Soviet Union are 
located in the Middle East, and the largest 
single national deposit of such reserves is said 
to be in Iraq. Fifty per cent of all income from 
oil reverts to the Iraqi government. Seventy 
per cent of this is designated for national devel- 
opment. These funds are being used to enhance 
agriculture as an industry, to rebuild canals 
which centuries ago were used to irrigate the 
fields, to build bridges, to construct roads, to 
improve transportation and utilities, to erect 
schools and hospitals, and in many ways to 
serve the physical, cultural, and economic well- 
being of the people. 

In spite of these conspicuous developments, 
the Iraqi people continue to be in great need. 
Eighty per cent are illiterate. The per capita 
income is only $84 a year, and the population 
lives under the haunting shadows of persistent 
and tragic illness. The burdens of the past 
and the sinister perils of the present and future 
merge in the life of Iraq in such a fashion as 
to make its development a parable of the world’s 
transition from ancient civilization to the 
modern age. 


Iraq is definitely on the march. Already 
Baghdad is challenging Cairo for leadership in 
the Arab world. With the amazing growth in 
financial resources there is exciting change in 
social and cultural patterns. Improved agricul- 
tural techniques are bringing about a reloca- 
tion of rural life. The development of industry 
is accompanied by a constant movement of peo- 
ple to urban centers. Thousands of students 
have been sent abroad by the government for 
advanced technical training, including hun- 
dreds who are coming to the United States 
to pursue their studies. When a nation is thus 
in ferment, many of the traditional ties that 
bind it to its inherited social and spiritual 
patterns are loosened, and there is a new re- 
ceptiveness to ideas and influences from abroad. 


Over the years the Muslim world has been 
the most difficult in which to carry the evange- 
listic witness of the Christian Gospel. Work 
among these people shows less demonstrable 
result than among any other people in all the 
world. However, in the midst of the changes 
now taking place in Iraq, we may well be facing 
a new and unusual opportunity to have the 
Christian message heard and received. 


Our Church enters this work, then, at a stra- 
tegic time in the life of Iraq. About 96 per 
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cent of the people are Muslim. Of the Chris- 
tians, about 90,000 are Chaldean and Syrian 
Catholics, 2,000 are Protestants, and the remain- 
ing 50,000 belong largely to Syrian, Armenian, 
Orthodox and Nestorian churches. A few re- 
sponsible positions in the Iraqi government are 
held by Christians, and there has been more 
than one Christian member of the Cabinet. 


These minority Christian groups, some of 
whom have come to Iraq as religious refugees, 
and all of whom have known persecution, are 
still of little help in the evangelization of the 
country. Evangelistic zeal is negligible, partly 
because of their past persecution experiences, 
and partly because they have little faith that 
a Muslim can be truly converted. As a result, 
there is little or no missionary outreach toward 
the Muslims among whom they dwell. 


More than 60 years ago the Church Mission- 
ary Society of Great Britain sent missionaries 
to Iraq. By the early part of this century they 
had successfully established their mission in 
Baghdad and Mosul. Necessary retrenchment 
after World War I, however, forced them to 
withdraw. 


It was unthinkable that this country, so rich 
in Bible tradition and so strategic in impor- 
tance, should be left without effective Chris- 
tian witness. So challenging was the task in 
an area twice that of the State of Minnesota 
and with twice its population, that it was con- 
sidered too great for any one denomination. 
The whole family of Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches was invited to form a joint mission. 
Three responded, and since April 1924 the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A., the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, and the Reformed 
Church in America have been witnessing through 
the United Mission in Mesopotamia, recently 
renamed the United Mission in Iraq. 


The Board of World Missions of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, deterred 
heretofore by its large responsibilities in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, has now joined this 
partnership as the fourth participating member. 


This Mission functions as though it were un- 
der a single denomination. No special areas 
or types of work are apportioned to one par- 
ticular member. Missionaries are assigned wher- 
ever the needs of the work call them. A joint 
committee, usually meeting in New York, com- 
posed of three representatives from each de- 
nomination, administers the work, acting for 
the participating mission boards. 


The Board of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., being the largest of the participat- 
ing members, carries forty per cent of the annual 
budget, each of the other three boards con- 
tributing twenty per cent. Of the budget of 
$75,000 for the year 1957, the Board of World 
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Missions provides one-fifth, or $15,000. In ad- 
dition, contributions are made from time to 
time to the capital fund for necessary buildings 
and equipment. Our board has voted an ap- 
propriation of $16,000 as its part of the $80,000 
fund needed for the completion of the Baghdad 
Girls’ School, to be payable, one-half in 1957 
and one-half in 1958. We have also contrib- 
uted an additional $3,360, our share of the sum 
of $16,800 for the purchase of land and the 
construction of a church plant in Kirkuk. 


The United Mission.is responsible for the 
central and northern part of Iraq. The Arabian 
Mission of the Reformed Church in America, 
with stations in Basrah and Amarah, serves the 
southern part as well as the Persian Gulf. The 
Lutheran-Orient Mission, in Erbil and Shagla- 
wah, works among Kurds. The Jesuits, Seventh 
Day Adventists and Jehovah’s Witnesses are also 
active in some areas, especially in Baghdad, the 
capital, with its rapidly growing population 
now numbered at 900,000. 


Though it has the largest Protestant staff 
in Iraq, the United Mission has never been 
more than a token force. There are today fifteen 
members in the mission. Against overwhelm- 
ing odds, it has been marked by high morale, 
Christian steadfastness and a living sense of 
expectancy. In the five-year period just passed 
there have been twenty-five known conversions 
among the Muslims and Yezedis. The mission 
recognizes that it is still in the pioneer stage. 
Gains have not been made without great cost. 
In 1938 two fanatical Kurds in the north shot 
and killed the Rev. Rogers C. Cumberland and 
a helper who attempted to stop them. Circum- 
stances making it impossible to maintain ade- 
quate personnel resulted in Hillah’s remaining 
without a missionary for some fifteen years. Un- 
daunted, the missionaries continue to witness 
and plan with a strong emphasis on evangelism, 
confident that they are a part of God’s great 
and constantly unfolding design. 


The cities of Baghdad, Kirkuk and Mosul 
have been the main bases of evangelistic ad- 
vance. At the village outpost of Bashiqa near 
Mosul, the mission’s outreach is being imple- 
mented agriculturally. A new start is also being 
made in Hillah. Quietly and without glamor 
our missionaries and their Iraqi colleagues pre- 
sent the Gospel through Bible classes, personal 
work, book shops in every center, literature 
distribution, and itineration in unoccupied 
areas. 


The Mission is largely a non-institutional or- 
ganization. The only institution is the Girls’ 
School at Baghdad. While great advances have 
been made in this nation in the field of educa- 
tion, only one boy in five and one girl in 
fifteen receives even a primary education. The 
school in Baghdad therefore meets a great need, 
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and at the same time provides a channel for 
Christian instruction and character building. 
About 250 girls, of elementary and high school 
grades, are enrolled from Muslim, Jewish and 
Christian homes. A modern school building 
on ample ground in the developing western 
section of the city was opened in the fall of 1955. 


As yet, the Board of World Missions has no 
missionary representatives on the staff in Iraq, 
but it is hoped that within a year our first 
witnesses to this Mohammedan country may be 
on the way. 

The small Christian force faces overwhelm- 
ing odds, but it is not in the field alone. God 
is there, with all the resources of His limitless 
grace and power — power released through 
earnest prayer by people like ourselves. His 
call for reinforcements is to men and women 
like us. His servants are sent and supported by 
resources such as those he has put at our dis- 
posal. With all He has given us, surely we are 
challenged to rally to the cause of our Christ, 
the Lord of Glory, in the land of Abraham, the 
minaret, and the new day! 
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Looking for a way to make your 


VACATION 


worthwhile, bring you a blessing and 
others at the same time? 


Secure a supply of that 24-page book- 
let “Looking Unto Jesus” attractively 
printed with cover. 


No booklet we have ever published 
has brought so many a real spiritual 
uplift. Send a copy in letters. Give 
copy to those you meet. 


100 for $5.00 — 20 for $1.00 


Ask for that leaflet “Can the Church Over- 
take World Population?” IT IS FREE. 
You will learn there is a way for you to 
HAVE A REAL PART in its accomplishment. 


ORDER TODAY 


Georgia Bible Institute 
Box 351 — Athens, Georgia 
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We wish to make the following correction on 
page 5 of the June 26, 1957 issue in the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. The word “Freedom” should 
be substituted for the word “Economic.” The 
organization reported is officially called The 
Christian Freedom Foundation. 
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Here’s a gift that returns 


you an income for life! 


Yes, you both give AND receive when you make 
an Annuity Gift to foreign missions. One of our 
annuitants, a retired missionary, says this: 


“The Annuity Fund provides an opportunity by 
which a lover of the Kingdom may be a channel 
of blessing to benighted souls throughout the 
earth by the investment of funds that will bring 
to him an interest which will compare favorably 
with rates of interest to be secured from the 
leading business concerns of our country.” 


This income, paid semi-annually, is not subject to 
change, is partly tax free, and not a single payment 
has ever been omitted or deferred in over 50 years 
operation. The income rate ranges from 3 to 7.4 
per cent, depending on age. 


If you are interested in this ideal gift and invest- 
ment combined, write for our informative booklet, 
“A Guaranteed Lifetime Investment.” Just address 


CURRY & HEARN, TREASURER 
Boarp or Wor.b MNissiers 
PresevTerian Cuurcn in THe Unrrep Seares 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVE4Z 1, TENM. 
"To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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LESSON FOR JULY 28 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 











Gideon, Foe Of Paganism 


Background Scripture: Judges 6:1 - 8:28 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 96:1-9 


“For all the gods of the nations are idols.” (Psalm 96:5). This was true in Gideon’s time and, 
strange as it may seem in our age of culture and civilization, the gods of the nations are still idols. 
Idolatry in one form or another prevails in most countries. False religions are still alive, and still 


aggressive. A Buddhist temple has been erected in New York, and the Buddhists have their organi- 
zations corresponding to our Y. M. C. A. and Sabbath Schools where the children are taught. Islam, 


while it scorns idolatry in its usual forms, sub- 
stitutes Mohammed for Christ, and is practi- 
cally a worshipper of that false prophet. 
Idolatry, in its crudest and most revolting forms 
still exists in many places. Idolatry in a more 
refined and broader sense is prevalent in civil- 
ized and Christian lands. Anything which we 
put before the True God, even if only in mind 
and heart, is an idol. 


When the children of Israel conquered 
Canaan God commanded them to clean out all 
the idolatrous nations whose “cup of iniquity 
was full.” They did not drive out all these 
nations, however, and as God had said, they 
became traps and snares to them. The worship 
of Baal was very common among these peoples, 
and the Israelites were soon building altars 
and making “groves” for this heathen god. God 
punished His people by allowing these surround- 
ing nations to overrun and oppress them. In 
the time of Gideon the Lord had delivered them 
into the hand of the Midianites. This oppres- 
sion was so severe that “the children of Israel 
made them the dens which are in the moun- 
tains, and strong holds.” When the Israelites 
sowed, the Midianites came with their cattle and 
camels and destroyed the land. The Lord sent 
a prophet to rebuke them, and then comes 
to Gideon with the command to go and deliver 
Israel. J wish to study this interesting “Judge” 
from three angles: Gideon and his Signs; 
Gideon and his Successes; Gideon and his Sin. 


I. Gideon and His “Signs”: 6:11-40. 


The angel of the Lord found Gideon thresh- 
ing wheat by the winepress to hide it from 
the Midianites. The salutation startles him: 
“The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valor.” Gideon is ready with some questions. 
If the Lord be with us, Why? It certainly did 
not seem like the Lord was with them. The 
Lord did not answer his questions, but repeated 
His command, Go in thy might. Then Gideon 
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begins to make excuses. Wherewith shall | 
save Israel? behold my family is poor in Manas- 
seh, and I am the least in my father’s house. 
How frequently God chooses the weak and de- 
spised things to confound the mighty! 


Gideon now begins to ask for “signs”: “Show 
me a sign.” He goes in and makes ready 4 
“present”; a kid and unleavened cakes. The 
angel commands him to lay the flesh and cakes 
on a rock and pour out the broth. Then he 
puts forth the end of his staff and fire rose 
up out of the rock and consumed the flesh and 
unleavened cakes. This so awed Gideon that 
he cried, Alas, O Lord God! because I have 
seen an angel of the Lord face to face. And 
the Lord said, Peace be unto thee; fear not; thou 
shalt not die. Gideon built an altar and called 
it Jehovah-Shalom (The Lord send peace) . We 
might call this a True Soldier’s Prayer; it is 
a prayer that we can all make today when our 
world is so troubled. 


Then came the message to throw down the 
altar of Badal and cut down the grove and build 
an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top 
of the rock, Gideon enlists the men of his 
servants and did as the Lord commanded. In 
the morning when the men of the city saw 
what was done, they asked who did it, and de- 
manded that Joash bring out his son that he 
may die. Joash made a very brave and sensible 
reply. If Baal is the god you think he is, let 
him avenge himself: let Baal plead against him. 
This answer seemed to satisfy the men of the 
city. 

This act of Gideon aroused the Midianites and 
Amalekites and the children of the east and 
they came and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 
Gideon blew the trumpet and sent messengers 
throughout Manasseh and some of the other 
tribes and gathered his army. 
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Gideon is ready now to ask for more “signs.” 
It is a double sign this time. The first night 
he asks that the dew be on the fleece, and 
not on the ground, and the second night he 
reverses the sign and asks that the dew be on 
the ground and not on the fleece. The Lord 
did as he requested, and he seemed assured 
that all was well. 


Il. Gideon and His Successes: 7:11-8:21. 


He had an army of about 32,000 men. The 
Lord told him that his army was too big. This 
was both a test of Gideon’s faith and a thinning 
out of all who were afraid. An army that 
is made up of cowards is not much of an army. 
When the proclamation is made that all who 
are fearful and afraid return home, 22,000 of 
his men left him. You can imagine how the 
commander of an army would feel under such 
circumstances. Then the Lord surprises him 
still more. The people are yet too many; take 
them down to the brook and there separate 
them into two groups; all who lap as a dog laps 
put in one group, and all who bow upon their 
knees into another. The number that lapped 
were three hundred. Then God said, By the 
three hundred that lapped will I save you. 
These were indeed “picked men,” alert men, 
men who would obey orders and face any foe. 
But it is very evident that the victory was not 
due to these three hundred men, as fine as 
they were, but to Jehovah. God wanted to prove 
that “It is not by might, nor by power,” (men’s 
might, and men’s power) but by the power of 
God, that victories are won. There is a very 
important lesson for the church in this incident. 
We are too prone to rely upon numbers and 
organization and wealth. Great victories for 
the church do not come through the greatness 
of the church, but through the power of God. 


I imagine that Gideon was rather discon- 
certed, to say the least, by having his army 
reduced from 32,000 to three hundred. The 
Lord told him to go down to the host of the 
enemy and there he would hear something which 
would strengthen him. He and his servant went 
down and heard two of the Midianites talking, 
one telling his dream, which the other inter- 
preted as meaning a victory for Gideon. (See 
and read). Thus encouraged, Gideon carries 
out the plan that God ordered. This simple 
ruse worked so effectively that the whole army 
of the Midianites was routed and put to con- 
fusion. They fled and the Israelites pursued 
them. I expect that the 22,000 who went back 
home were among those who shouted the loud- 
est. It is easy to pursue an enemy that is “on 
the run.” (I have seen dogs like that). 


Gideon comes back victorious, to punish those 
who would not help in the battle, or succor his 
Weary troops, and soon establishes himself firm- 
ly as a judge in Israel, and one of the best of 
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the judges. The men of Israel wanted to make 
him their king and let his family reign after 
him. He refused this honor. “And Gideon said 
unto them, I will not reign over you, neither 
shall my son reign over you: the Lord shall 
reign over you.” In all this Gideon sinned not 
and showed a fine spirit. It seems a pity to have 
to point out his sins and weakness. 


III. Gideon and His Sins: 8:24-35. 


I do not feel that Gideon meant any harm 
by what he did. I suppose that he felt that 
he was honoring God. Gideon asked the people 
to bring their earrings to him and he made a 
very elaborate and beautiful ephod and put it 
in Ophrah: which thing became a snare unto 
Gideon and to his house. The Israelites soon 
began to worship the ephod. The two great 
ways in which we can sin in our worship of 
God is (1) to take away, and (2) add to what 
God has commanded. 


I believe we have a very solemn and much- 
needed warning in this incident. I am afraid 
that the church has made many such “ephods,” 
so to speak, and that people are led to worship 
these man-made “things” instead of God. What 
about the “relics” and “bones” and images, 
and the beautiful and costly fittings which adorn 
some of the world’s great cathedrals? I feel 
that the Reformers were right when they cast 
out these “idols” from the churches. I am afraid 
that many of them are creeping back into our 
Protestant churches. I remember reading of one 
such instance when they found some silver 
statues of the twelve apostles, and one of the 
Reformers said, melt them down, turn them into 
cash, and let them “go and preach the gospel.” 
Which is more pleasing to God; a church full 
of costly furniture, or a church which has a 
score or more missionaries preaching the gos- 
pel? When Christ gave His last command to 
His Church, He did not say, “Go, and build 
cathedrals,” but, “Go, and preach the gospel.” 
I believe that this building of cathedrals was 
not the sign of a live church, but of a decadent 
church. Tourists visit and exclaim over the 
marvels of architecture and sculpture and paint- 
ings which these display, but who is converted? 
They can be a snare. (Do not misunderstand 
me; I believe in making God’s House beautiful 
and attractive. I also feel that we have wasted 
the Lord’s money sometimes) . 


Gideon’s other sin was in multiplying wives 
to himself. This soon became a snare to others 
beside Gideon; to both David and Solomon. 


Gideon was a great judge; a man of remark- 
able faith, and the land had quietness for forty 
years. It is a pity that he ever made that 
“ephod,” and that, as verse 30 puts it, “for 
he had many wives.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLES 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 28 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


" Unity And Diversity In The Church” 


Scripture: I Corinthians 12 


Suggested Hymns: 


“In Christ There Is No East Nor West” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“In The Cross of Christ I Glory” 


Program Leader: 


The figure of the Church as the Body of 
Christ is a very helpful one. It helps us to 
understand our relation to the Lord, as Head 
of the church, and to one another, as the various 
members of the church. It preserves us from 
the idea of Christian unity which maintains 
that every Christian must be a carbon copy of 
every other Christian. It also keeps us from 
falling into the error of thinking that Chris- 
tians are justified in being completely inde- 
pendent of each other. As all the members of 
our physical bodies are very different from one 
another yet are still parts of the same body, 
so different members of the church differ from 


one another and are yet bound together in the 
Body of Christ. 


Our speakers will help us to see some of the 
values of this diversity within the unity of 
the church, and to understand what the true 
basis of our unity is. 


First Speaker: 


A baseball manager takes a dim view of a 
pitcher who “throws with his arm.” What he 
means by this expression is that the pitcher in 
his throwing does not make use of all the mus- 
cles of his body. Of course, the arm is most 
prominent in the act of throwing a ball, but 
the really good pitcher calls on the strength 
of his entire body to support his arm in the 
act of delivering a pitch. Every muscle fiber 
in his body is expected to play its part. 


There is strength in the unity of the church. 
There are many things we can do as Christians 
working together which we cannot do separately. 
An individual Christian could hardly be ex- 
pected to plan, administer, and finance a pro- 
gram to evangelize the lost in nine foreign 
countries. By combining our strength as 
members of the Presbyterian church we 
can have a World Mission program which 
reaches into nine foreign countries with the 
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Gospel of Christ. In addition to foreign mis- 
sion work, we can also have a share in home 
missions, Christian education and many other 
services through the united efforts of the mem- 
bers of our church. These opportunities for 
service are not open to the individual Christian 
who insists on cutting himself off from the fel- 
lowship of other believers. 


Second Speaker: 


There is value in the varied contributions 
which different members of a church are able 
to make. Not all people are able to do all 
things equally well. God has not intended for 
it to be that way. One of the main points of 
the twelfth chapter of I Corinthians is that 
the members of the church can make different 
contributions to its welfare, even as the different 
members of a body make their contributions. 


To mention two examples, there is need for 
both teaching and singing in every church. One 
person may have a well trained singing voice, 
but no gift for teaching. On the other 
hand there may be another person who 
is well equipped to teach, but who has 
no musical ability. It would be obviously 
foolish for the singer to insist on teaching and 
for the teacher to be determined to fill a place 
in the choir loft. The bringing together of 
many Christians with their varying gifts enables 
each to use his ability to the best advantage 
. . . for the benefit of other people and for the 
glory of the Lord. 


What can be said for a particular church and 
for a denomination can be applied to the 
Church universal. All the Christians of the 
world are responsible for bringing their com- 
bined strength and their varied abilities to bear 
on the task which the Lord has given us to do 

. that of proclaiming the message of salva- 
tion to the world. 


Third Speaker: 


In the bringing together of our strength and 
gifts in the church there are dangers against 
which we must be on guard. One of these is 
the temptation to parade our own particular 
skill or ability before others in order to receive 
their praise and acclaim. That was one of the 
problems with which the Corinthian letter dealt. 
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spectacular gift of being able to speak in tongues 
were glorying in the attention which they at- 
tracted. They were competing with each other 
for attention and acclaim, and the service and 
praise of the Lord was largely forgotten. We 
must all remember that when we unite in the 
church it is for the glory and honor of God. 
If we seek praise, let it be His praise. 


Fourth Speaker: 

There is also the danger that we shall become 
so enthused about doing things together that 
we shall seek unity merely for the sake of unity. 
Some very sincere people believe that unity 
in the church must be had whatever the cost. 
While unity has very definite advantages, as 
we have already observed, there are loyalties 
and convictions which we cannot sacrifice just 
for the name of being unified. Sometimes the 
lowest common denominator among groups of 
church members is too low. 


A collection of physical members does not 
constitute a body unless they are bound to- 
gether and unless they have life. There are 
certain fundamental beliefs which serve to unite 
Christians as sinews unite our physical bodies. 
There is no real spiritual unity among people 
unless they have in common a belief in the Bible 
as the inspired Word of God, in Jesus Christ 
as the very Son of God and the Saviour of 
sinners through His own substitution for them, 
and a trust in Christ as personal Saviour. These 
are the fundamentals of unity, and there can 
be no common spiritual fellowship and life 
without them. 





Aged Rabbi Accepts the Saviour 


Thirty years ago when Jacob Gartenhaus accept- 
ed the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour, 
his father, a Rabbi in Jerusalem, disowned him and 
gave him up as dead. All those years, while gaining 
a place of leadership in America as a missionary 
to the Jews, Gartenhaus prayed for his father’s 
conversion. Finally, a year ago, he went to Jerusa- 
lem to see his father. The aged Rabbi, age 90, 
was feeble and nearly blind, but he recognized his 
son. For four hours he listened as his son ex- 
plained the doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ 
as Israel’s Messiah. Then he, too accepted Christ 
as his Saviour. A few months later he died, a 
happy man.—Evangel. 





Spurgeon Said: 

“If a man would always crush his evil 
thoughts — and they come to the purest minds 
— then temptation would be defeated at the 
very outset. We have to master our besetting 
thoughts before we can master our besettng 
sins. In company guard your tongue; in soli- 
tude guard your thoughts and imaginations 
which grow most active when we are alone.” 
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Is your church 
missing 
educational 
opportunities? 





Your church’s educational opportuni- 
ties do not stop with Bible classes at 
the Sunday school hour. No church 
should be satisfied to provide only one 
hour a week of organized educational 
activities. Second sessions for chil- 
dren, youth fellowships with ample 
opportunity for member participation, 
adult organizations with educational as 
well as social objectives, provide some 
of these additional experiences in 
Christian nurture. Summertime pro- 
vides opportunity for concentrated 
periods of study —in vacation church 
schools, camps, or conferences. Leader- 
ship courses help teachers become 
more effective leaders. 


Our Presbyterian 
Literature 

meets all 

our educational 
opportunities 





By using Presbyterian literature in 
every phase of our educational pro- 
gram, we are assured a complete, uni- 
fied educational program, in harmony 
with and an integral part of the total 
program of our Church. 


A copy of “Our Presbyterian Litera- 
ture,” a brochure setting forth the ap- 
proved materials for church schools of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, is available on request. 





Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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Kistening Jo. God -~ 4 Samuel I-20 








Samuel OAs a very Litéle Cheld. Hes TRrother gave 
% the ford, and took himt the temple Zo Stay wee, 
Ove" é, the frre est che came Lo Sec hem Crer@y JOaR, 
Oringer Xj him a new Coat which She m 

Jor him. ™ Ore Teeght after damuelh Oh 
Sone % SY he heard Some one Cade i's 7eame, and 
he Proughet ik 622; Jo Pe Gotup and wend enw eye Ss 

oom ard Sask Here ams.” hut le SALA, 7 did not All 

fre (5 Jo back te bed. tohen Samuel bieu clown he heard 
the Vodce again, Calling Camuel” aha dit he Got 
“of Aa went % 622. SAYérg, "You did Cali me’ anc 


cen Se ol, "Ta!'e *@ go back ts bed’! Shi's happened three 


‘ay oo 622 kmeur trpat God was Caz- 
ling damu«ued, So he lotd him he answer God rext 


Lime and Say bm Lo, Ora L for thy SCPHV ARE heareth, 
Mees Samee ei as 602 cerected, Ana 
Gok Save dat Pe ISS ba MESSASE fer Ole whroh 
Was — RS mz og By Laz, amuedl earn- 
ean ara was goind fg Eel NZ usec for Gods ghory 
and he grew up & be one of Cod $ grear Prophers, 
tg mwa oll Le Slen, God 49202 seat 2 yeu fo Zea, ©. 


oocan mass weo'y 
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McIntire Dropped From 
Bible Presbyterian Church 


The Presbytery of New Jersey of the Bible 
Presbyterian Church has dropped from its mem- 
bership Dr. Carl McIntire of Collingswood, 
N. J., and several other ministers who associated 
with him in recent disagreements with the de- 
nomination’s Columbus Synod. That Synod, 
which met last fall, adopted a declaration that 
ministers of the church who had participated 
in a “Collingswood Synod” which met about 
the same time had in fact joined another church 
body and so were to be dropped from the roll 
of the Church. 


—The Presbyterian Guardian 





Presbyterians Agree to 
“Super-Church” Program 
The 169th General Assembly of the Presby- 


terian Church in the USA approved a proposal 
to discontinue the denomination’s Board of 


Foreign Missions. In its place there will be 
set up a Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations. The new group will replace both 
the board and the Permanent Commission on 
Interchurch Relations. 


This is believed to be the first such action 
taken by a major Protestant denomination and 
is in line with the plan to merge all mission 
work of the constituent bodies of the NCC 
and the WCC in the “Coming Great Church.” 


Dr. John A. Mackay, “Super Church” advo- 
cate and president of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, explained the proposal. He said a 
“crucial moment” had been brought about in 
the missionary movement “not by its failure but 
by its success.” This posed the problem whether 
the missionary movement should be integrated 
into the ecclesiastical movement, he said. 


Creation of the new commission was recom- 
mended in a report of the Standing Committee 
on Foreign Missions. 





VIRGINIA 


Hopewell — Dr. and Mrs. Plumer Smith have 
moved to 1611 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Va., to 
help in church and school work in the West End 
Church of which Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., is pastor. 


Dr. Smith labored 44 years in the Belgian Congo 


as preacher and teacher and Mrs. Smith for 41 
years. 


JULY_17, 1957 


DR. JOHN SAMUEL LAND HONORED 
ON HIS 40TH ANNIVERSARY 


The congregation of the St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of New Orleans recently cele- 
brated the 40th Anniversary of the pastorate of 
its first and only minister, Dr. John Samuel Land, 
with a Service of Thanksgiving in its main Church 
sanctuary followed by a congregational party in 
its Educational Building. A new 1957 air-condi- 
tioned automobile and a check was presented to 
him by the congregation. Following this the Fed- 
eration of Greater New Orleans Protestant 
Churches presented Dr. Land with a Bronze Plaque 
testifying to his untiring work for that body 
over the years. The New Orleans Ministerial Union 
also presented him with a bronze plaque for his 
work with that body and resolutions from a num- 
ber of sister churches were presented. 


LOUISIANA 


Shreveport — On June 23rd, 1957, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Shreveport, Louisiana, dedi- 
cated its new educational building. Constructed 
at a cost of $106,000.00 and containing 10,000 
square feet of space, the new building joins the 
existing sanctuary, and the fellowship hall may be 
used for overflow seating to the sanctuary. As- 
sembly and classroom areas are provided for all 
departments of the Sunday School as well as a 
beautiful nursery and an all electric kitchen. The 
present sanctuary was redecorated and air-condi- 
tioned along with the new structure. 


Dr. Manford Gutzke of Columbia Seminary, 
brought the dedicatory message and D. L. O’Neal, 
Superintendent of Home Missions for Red River 
Presbytery, made the dedication prayer. FE. S. 
Wagner, treasurer of the building fund, expressed 
words of welcome and appreciation. John A. 
Richardson, brought greetings from the Presby- 
tery. J. H. Terrell, Chairman of the building com- 
mittee, presented the keys of the new building to 
B. B. Romine, Sunday School Superintendent. The 
pastor, Rev. R. G. Valentine, led the people in 
the act of dedication. 





Following the dedication service, open house was 
held and about 300 friends and members toured 
the new facilities and enjoyed refreshments in 
the fellowship hall. 


Dr. Gutzke who spoke at the dedication was 
present from June 23rd to 30th, for a week of 
spiritual enrichment. Daily vacation Bible School 
will be held July 15th to July 28th in the new 
building under the direction of Mrs. Tom Emerson. 


TEXAS 


Kingsville — The appointment of Howard Wall 
of Lenoir, N. C., as the first seminary intern to 
teach at the Presbyterian Pan American School 
becomes effective September 1 as the faculty re- 
ports for the school’s second academic year, Presi- 
dent S. H. Reisner has announced. 


Wall has completed two years of studies at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., and 
is a 1955 graduate of Davidson College. 


The Presbyterian Pan American School, with 
a basic aim of training Christians for leadership 
in the Americas, is owned and operated by the 
Synod of Texas, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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THE SUPERLATIVE CHRISTIANITY OF THE 
CRUCIFIED MAN. W. E. Goode. The American 
Press. $2.75. 


According to the author superlative Christianity 
means the total crucifixion of the self—the sup- 
pression of all earthly material desires and con- 
cerns by the Christian who wishes to reach the 
supreme heights of existence. The author believes 
that for the Christian to become more than a 
conqueror he must learn self-control and self- 
sacrifice in all matters. This is the kind of Chris- 
tianity that we desperately need now says the 
ees when lesser aims and standards are crum- 

ing. 





BIBLE QUIZZES AND QUESTIONS. W. Bur- 
gess McCreary. Warner Press. 65c. 


How well do you know your Bible? This little 
book will help you to test yourself. Here are over 
a thousand questions and answers arranged in such 
a way that they will provide entertainment as well 
as spiritual food for mind and spirit. No attempt 
is made to be systematic. Rather it is a book you 
can pick up and turn to this or that page as it 
suits your fancy. It will be found useful in young 
people’s meetings, social gatherings of church 
groups and in the home with youth. 





NINEVEH AND THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Andre Parrot. Philosophical Library. $2.75. 


This book is concerned with the relationship 
between the kingdoms of Israel and Judah and 
the Assyrian Empire as revealed by the discoveries 
archaeologists have made in Nineveh and the sur- 
rounding region. The author shows how the 
archaelogical evidence elucidates what we read in 
the Old Testament. ine 





THE SECRET OF A HAPPY, VICTORIOUS 
LIFE. Robert L. Evans. 60 cents. 


Dr. Evans is a well-known preacher of remark- 
able power and unusual ability. This volume can 
be used as a compendium of instruction for 
young Christians, assisting them to understand 
what it means to be a Christian and to compre- 
hend more clearly their riches in Christ. The 
author has clearly mapped out the various steps 
into a contented and happy Christian life. 


J.R.R. 





THE FLOOD AND NOAH’S ARK. Andre 
Parrot. Philosophical Library. $2.75. 


The volume sets out side by side the Biblical 
and Babylonian accounts of the Great Flood. Pro- 
fessor Parrot gives an account of the non-Biblical 
stories and discusses their various sources. He 
tells of the archaeological investigations which 
resulted from the deciphering of the cuneiform 
writing on the ancient Babylonian tablets and of 
the way in which the science of archaeology may 
help us to understand what we read in a 
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TO MY SON. Dale Evans Rogers. Fleming H, 
Revell Co. $2.00. 


Mrs. Rogers’ previous books — “Angel Un. 
aware” and “My Spiritual Diary” — have been 
read by a million people. She is well-known as 
one who practices her Christianity in one of Holly. 
wood’s most loved families. 


This book is a series of letters written by Dale 
Evans Rogers to her son Tom, the beloved son 
who has meant so much to his mother’s faith. 
These letters tell of the lives and experiences of 
mother and son. The mother opens her heart, 
writing intimately and informally and beautifully 
of how faith came to her and how it is running 
as a spiritual transfusion into the lives of her 
children. This is a warm personal story about 
“faith at our house.” 


The author describes the adjustments that have 
been made through prayer and patience as new 
members were added to the family and how such 
incidents of everyday life are used as opportuni- 
ties to bring truths from the Word to the children. 
It is an account of all families of how one family 
successfully surmounted some of the many prob- 
lems which surround and beset us all. 





NO CROSS, NO CROWN. William J. Wolf. 
Doubleday. $3.00. 


This volume is a study of the Atonement. It 
includes a survey of the Biblical bases for a state- 
ment of the meaning of the Atonement and an 
analysis of the explanations already formulated. 
The author offers a restatement of the meaning 
of the Atonement for today. He shows the im- 
portance of man’s response to God’s atoning work 
and the comprehensive nature of God’s purpose 
to redeem His creation from evil. 


Despite the fact that the author’s view of the 
Bible is lower than we could desire, this book 
will be rewarding in many ways to ministers, stu- 
dents, and thinking laymen. 





THE TIMELESS GOSPEL. Harold Cooke Phil- 
lips. Abingdon. $2.50. 


Here in 16 chapters the author shows the place 
of Christianity in the life of modern man. Dis- 
cussing first Christ’s uniqueness as seen in His 
originality and His personality, Dr. Phillips then 
shows how the timelessness of Jesus’ Gospel comes 
from His uniqueness. He then relates Christ’s 
message to our contemporary life. He brings to a 
troubled era certainty in the name of Christ. 





THE TOWER OF BABEL. Andre Parrot. 
Philosophical Library. $2.75. 


The author is Curator-in-Chief of the French 
National Museum and professor at the School of 
the Louvre and the Rector of the Mari Archaeo- 
logical Expedition. In this volume he writes of the 
high edifices whose remains have been discovered 
in Mesopotamia and relates how the archaeological 
evidence reveals the “brick for stone” and the 
“slime (bitumen) for mortar’ mentioned in Gen- 
esis 11. It is the author’s view that this tower 
was to be a bond of union to assure communica- 
tion between earth and heaven. He also discusses 
the manner in which the Tower of Babel has 
been depicted in Christian art and the literary 
and epigraphical evidence for the construction 
of the Tower of Babel. sRR 
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